
C A N D Y  C A N E  M E A N I N G

Go to: TheLegendOfTheGospelTrain.com for more information.

C A N D Y  C A N E  M E A N I N G

Go to: TheLegendOfTheGospelTrain.com for more information.

The boys and girls celebrated today by playing the 
Candy Cane Game and discovering the hidden meanings 
behind its special shape.

They learned how it’s bent like a shepherd’s staff to 
remind them of the shepherds who were first told by the 
angels about our Savior’s birth (Luke 2:8-14). Then the 
children turned it upside down and saw it was shaped like 
a “J” for Jesus, the Savior and the Son of God 
(Matt. 3:17; 8:29), whose birth they celebrate.

The children also learned about the red and white stripes, 
and how they can remind us that Jesus loved us so much 
He took the punishment (Isaiah 53:5; 1 Peter 3:18) for our 
sins by dying on the cross (John 19:17-18). His red blood 
makes us as white as snow (Isaiah 1:18; 1 John 1:7) and 
God sees us as perfect because of Jesus’ sacrifice 
(Romans 10:9-10; 2 Corinthians 5:21).

There are some more cool things to know! The shape of the 
shepherd’s staff can also remind us that Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd who cares for us (John 10:11). The hardness of 
the cane declares that Jesus is the Rock of our Salvation 
(2 Samuel 22:2; 1 Peter 2:4-8)! When we share the Good 
News about Christmas, we should use gracious words, 
sweet like the candy cane (Proverbs 16:24).

This gift of Jesus Christ our Savior is for us to share (Acts 1:8). 
Don’t keep the excitement of Christmas a secret. 
Tell your family. Tell your friends. Tell everyone on earth!
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The boys and girls celebrated today and heard a very 
special story called The Legend of the Gospel Train by Lucy 
Schultz. The storybook began in much the same way as our 
Christmas party! Along with the children in the story, the 
boys and girls discovered how God’s perfect Christmas gift 
answers some very important questions: What is the real 
reason for the celebration, and what do The Gospel Train and 
invisible tickets have to do with it?

They learned that there are many different trains in life 
(1 John 2:15-17). These trains go many different places, but we 
can only choose one train (Matthew 7:13-14). The Gospel 
Train is the right train to choose because God is the Engineer 
and the final destination is Heaven (Hebrews 11:16).

They learned that Jesus took the blame for our sins and made 
us perfect before God (Hebrews 10:14). When we believe this 
Gospel truth, we get a free (Ephesians 2:8-9) ticket on God’s 
train. God sees this ticket when we tell Jesus we want Him to 
be our Savior and Lord— (1 John 4:15-18) our Engineer! The 
ticket for God’s train is invisible (Hebrews 11:1). Only people 
who believe Jesus died for their sins can get one because God 
paid for their sin when He died on the cross.

Just as we give gifts on Christmas, God gave us Jesus 
(2 Corinthians 9:15), and Jesus gives us eternal life 
(Titus 3:5-7) in Heaven! Christmas is the day we celebrate 
Jesus’ birthday, and the greatest gift of all is God’s only Son, 
our Savior—Jesus, born so that He could die, so that we can 
live forever (John 3:16) in Heaven with Him!

This gift of Jesus Christ our Savior is for us to share (Acts 1:8). 
Don’t keep the excitement of Christmas a secret. 
Tell your family. Tell your friends. Tell everyone on earth!
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The boys and girls celebrated today by eating a unique 
birthday cake and discovering the hidden meanings behind 
its special design.

First, they saw that it’s round like a circle. This reminds us 
that, just as the circle has no beginning and no end, God 
also has no beginning and no end.  He is eternal. 
(Revelation 1:8).

It was covered with bright yellow frosting that reminds us 
of a golden crown worn by a king. Jesus is the King of kings 
(1 Timothy 6:13-16)! Also, in Jesus’ Heavenly Kingdom the 
streets are paved with gold (Revelation 21:21b).

An unusual candle arrangement lit up the top of the cake. 
The large white candle in the center represented Jesus, holy 
and pure with absolutely no sin (2 Corinthians 5:21). The 
smaller candles showed that our lives revolve around Him 
and we can be His lights in the world. 
(John 8:12; Matthew 5:14-16).

Once we sliced the cake, the children saw the red and green 
layers. The bottom red layer of the cake reminded us that 
Jesus shed His blood on the cross to take away our sin 
(1 Peter 2:24). The upper green layer of the cake is like the 
long life of the evergreen tree, reminding us that Jesus gives 
us eternal life when we repent (2 Corinthians 7:10), believe 
in Him (John 3:16; 1:12) and ask Him to be the “Engineer of 
our Train” (Philippians 2:9-11).

This gift of Jesus Christ our Savior is for us to share (Acts 1:8). 
Don’t keep the excitement of Christmas a secret.
Tell your family. Tell your friends. Tell everyone on earth!
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